
 
FRUITLAND PARK CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE  

MEETING AGENDA 
May 20, 2014 

City Hall Commission Chambers 

506 W. Berckman Street 

Fruitland Park, FL 34731 

6:00 p.m. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES - May 6, 2014  

 
4. CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT  

a. Public Hearing Guidelines 
 
b. Recommended Plan 
 
c. Redistricting Plan 

Mr. Greg Beliveau, LPG Urban and Regional Planners Inc. 
 
5. PUBLIC HEARING 

This section is reserved for members of the public to bring up matters of concern or opportunities for praise.  

Action may not be taken by the Charter Review Committee at this meeting; however, questions may be answered 
by staff or issues may be referred for appropriate staff action.  
 
Pursuant to FS 286.0114 and the City of Fruitland Park’s Public Participation Policy adopted by Resolution 

2013-023, members of the public shall be given a reasonable opportunity to be heard on propositions before 
the City of Fruitland Charter Review Committee.  Pursuant to Resolution 2013-023, public comments are 
generally limited to three minutes. 

 
6. COMMITTEE MEMBERS QUESTIONS AND STAFF COMMENTS 
 
7. NEW BUSINESS 
 
8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Any person requiring a special accommodation at this meeting because of disability or physical impairment should 
contact the City Clerk’s Office at City Hall (352) 360-6727 at least three (3) days prior to the meeting.  (§286.26 F.S.) 
If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the City of Fruitland Park with respect to any matter considered at 
such meeting or hearing, he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and ensure that a verbatim record of the 

proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.  The city 
does not provide verbatim records.  (§286.0105, F.S.) 
 

PLEASE TURN OFF ELECTRONIC DEVICES OR PLACE IN VIBRATE MODE. 
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CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
May 6, 2014 

 

The Charter Review Committee meeting was held at 506 W. Berckman Street, Fruitland Park, 

Florida 34731 on May6, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Members Present: George “Mackie” McCabe, Chair; Danielle Daugherty, Vice Chair; Steven 

Steve” W. Fussell, Ray Lewis, and Pam Washburn 

 

Also Present: Attorney Karina Stone (on behalf of Mr. Scott Gerken), City Manager Gary La 

Venia, Mayor Chris Bell, Commissioners Chris Cheshire, John Gunter, and Sharon Kelly, 

Community Development Director Charlie Rector, and City Clerk Esther B. Coulson. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. and the chair led in the Pledge of Allegiance 

to the flag. 

 

2. ROLL CALL 

 The chair declared a quorum present.   

 

3. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

On motion of Mr. Fussell, seconded by Mr. Lewis and unanimously carried, the 

committee approved the April 22, 2014 minutes as submitted.   

 

4. CHARTER SECTIONS DISCUSSION AND DIRECTION  

The chair recalled the committee’s review of the charter at its April 22, 2014 meeting and 

the proposed recommendations to the city commission.   

 

After much discussion and by unanimous consent, the committee suggested that the 

city attorney provide a draft Charter Review Committee report for the members’ 

review and comment before the May 20, 2014 public hearing and agreed that the 

report would: 

 

- identify the number of meetings held by the committee attended by five people;  

- define the charter and explain the committee’s position on same; 

- outline the public hearing procedures allowing for public input, and  

- gather additional public comments and review for changes, if any, before a final 

recommended report is presented for the city commission’s consideration.   

 

May 20, 2014 Public Hearing Preparations 

After the committee discussed its procedures for the May 20, 2014 public hearing, 

Mr. McCabe highlighted the proposed charter amendments reviewed at the 

April 22, 2014 meeting. 
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5. REDISTRICTING PLAN DISCUSSION 

The Chair referred to the suggestion of a five-member district with the mayor rotating 

annually and appointed by the city commission.   

 

Commissioner Kelly questioned the write-in candidate on the ballot without determining 

the qualifications and whether the person ought to live in the district.   

 

The chair anticipated that Mr. Greg Beliveau, LPG Urban and Regional Planners Inc., 

would be present at the public hearing to reveal the generic plan on how the districts 

would work.   

 

6. COMMITTEE MEMBER QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 

Committee Members Photograph 

Mr. Fussell expressed his appreciation in serving on the committee and suggested that at 

a future commission meeting, members ought to take a picture for the website.   

 

7. STAFF COMMENTS 

 There was no staff comments to submit at this time.   

 

8. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Earlier in the meeting and in response to a question posed by Ms. Rita Ranize, City of 

Fruitland Park resident, the committee addressed the enforcement process of the Code of 

Ethics for the elected officials and agreed that it remain in the charter.   

 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business to come before the committee at this time. 

 

10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was no unfinished business to come before the committee at this time. 

 

11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The chair announced that the next meeting will be held on May 20, 2014.   

 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

On motion made, seconded and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned at 

6:43 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed _________________________________ Signed _______________________ 

 Esther B. Coulson, City Clerk  George “Mackie” McCabe, Chair 
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CITY OF FRUITLAND PARK 
CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE  

 
PUBLIC HEARING ON MAY 20, 2014 

 
 

City Hall Commission Chambers 
506 W. Berckman Street 

Fruitland Park, Florida 34731 
6:00 p.m. 

 
              
 

CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE  
 

The City of Fruitland Park City Commission passed Resolution 2013-24 (the “Resolution”) on November 
21, 2013.  Such Resolution established a Charter Review Committee (the “Committee”) to review, 
recommend, and submit proposed amendments and/or revisions to the city charter and provided for the 
composition of the Charter Review Committee.  The Charter Review Committee consists of five members 
who were appointed by the Mayor and approved by majority vote of the City Commission.   
 
The Committee has met eight times beginning in January.  During each such meeting, the Committee 
reviewed each section of the current City Charter and discussed whether any changes should be 
recommended to the City Commission for its consideration and placement on the November 2014 ballot.  
All meetings of the Committee were noticed and open to the public, and the public was encouraged to 
submit verbal and written comments to the Committee.  
 
The Charter Review Committee’s recommendations for proposed charter amendments are listed below in 
this report which is a draft that may be modified by the Committee following the advertised public 
hearing at which these proposed amendments will be discussed.  Thereafter, the Committee’s final report 
will be submitted to the City Commission for its consideration.  The City Commission upon receipt of the 
findings and recommendations of the Committee shall review the same and determine whether the 
existing Charter should be amended or revised.   
 
In order for any proposed charter amendments to be placed on the ballot in the November 2014 election, 
the City Commission must first pass an ordinance containing the proposed amendments and the proposed 
ballot questions.  The City’s deadline by which to pass such ordinance and provide the proposed ballot 
questions to the Supervisor of Elections (so that such questions may be placed on the November election 
ballot) is August 29th, 2014.   
 

INITIAL CHARTER AMENDMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

1. The Committee recommends that the City shift from five at-large city commission seats to 5 single 
member voting districts.  Each commissioner would be required to reside within one of the five districts, 
and voters from each district would elect a commissioner to their specific district. 
 
2. The Committee recommends that one of the five city commissioners serve as Mayor, and that such 
mayor position be appointed by the Commissioners annually. 
 
3. The Committee recommends that if the City Attorney determines it is able to do so, the charter be 
amended to provide that for initiatives, referenda, or future charter amendments, such measures must be 
approved by a majority of the electors within the City as well as four out of five of the districts within the 
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City.  For example, if a proposed charter amendment was placed on a future ballot, it would need to be 
approved by a majority of the voters in the City as well as 4 out of 5 of the voting districts.  The City 
Attorney’s office is researching the City’s ability to implement such provisions in the charter. 
 
4. The Committee recommends that the City Commission evaluate the provisions of Section 3.16 of 
the City Charter relating to certification, recording, and codification to ensure that the City’s records are 
managed in the most current, updated manner. 
 

NOTICE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Notice requirements:  Pursuant to FS 100.342, in any special election or referendum not otherwise 
provided for there shall be at least 30 days’ notice of the election or referendum by publication in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the municipality.  The publication shall be made at least twice, once in 
the fifth week and once in the third week prior to the week in which the election or referendum is to be 
held.     


	05.06.14. CRC Meeting Agenda
	05.06.14. CRC Meeting Minues Agenda Combined
	05.20.14. charter review committee report 5.19.14

