
FRUITLAND PARK CITY COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING 
MINUTES 

December 20, 2013 

A special meeting of the Fruitland Park City Commission was held at 506 W. Berckman Street, 
Fruitland Park, Florida 34731 on Friday, December 20, 2013 at noon. 

Members Present: Mayor Christopher Bell; Vice Mayor Albert 0. Goldberg, Commissioners 
John L. Gunter, Jr., Christopher Cheshire and Sharon Kelly. 

Also Present: Interim City Manager Rick Conner, Police Chief Terry Isaacs, Captain David 
Borst, City Treasurer Tannette Gayle, Community Development Director Charlie Rector, and 
City Clerk Esther B. Coulson. 

1. CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Bell called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.; Police Chief Isaacs gave the 
invocation, and Vice Mayor Goldberg led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

2. ROLL CALL 
The city clerk called the roll and a quorum was declared present. 

Mayor Bell explained that the city will be carrying out a send-off today in appreciation of 
Mr. Conner's work in the last six months and stated that it has been a pleasure working 
with him. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Messrs. Dale Bogle, Charlie Rector, and Ms. Marie Azzolino, appeared before the city 
commission expressing their well wishes and appreciation in working with Mr. Conner. 

4. NAME AN ACTING CITY MANAGER 
Mayor Bell announced that Mr. Conner will still be available whilst on vacation and until 
the new city manager arrives on January 6, 2014; however, the city commission 
determined that there would be a need for someone to take charge and not be a law 
enforcement officer or an appointed city charter officer as opined by the city attorney. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Kelly and seconded by Commissioner Gunter 
that the city commission appoint Ms. Marie Azzolino, Deputy City Clerk and 
Human Resource Administrator to serve as acting city manager. 

After Ms. Azzolino accepted the appointment, Mayor Bell called for a roll call vote on 
the motion and declared it carried unanimously. 

5. NEW BUSINESS 
There was no new business to come before the city commission at this time. 
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6. OFFICERS' REPORTS 
(a) City Manager 

Mr. Conner thanked everyone and stated that it has been a genuine pleasure. 

(b) City Attorney 
There was no report due to the city attorney's absence. 

7. COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS 
(a) Vice Mayor Goldberg 

Out of city managers the city had in the past, Vice Mayor Goldberg voiced his 
agreement with Commissioner Cheshire who stated that Mr. Conner is one of the 
best and that he will be missed as he has performed a very good job which has 
been straightforward and honest. 

(b) Commissioner Kelly 
Commissioner Kelly expressed appreciation for the work Mr. Conner has done 
and stated that he would have loved him to remain with the city. 

(c) Commissioner Cheshire 
Commissioner Cheshire stated that Mr. Conner has brought stability to the city 
when it was needed, he did a great job, and it is sad to see him go. 

(d) Commissioner Gunter, Jr. 
Commissioner Gunter explained that when the city commission appointed him to 
speak with Mr. Conner before he was retained by the city, his words to him were 
to "steer the ship" which Commissioner Gunter stated that he did and indicated 
that it has been a pleasure working with him. 

8. MAYOR'S COMMENTS 
Mayor Bell expressed his sentiments by giving an overall background when Mr. Conner 
arrived; felt that he has the city aimed in the right direction, and believed that the city is 
in a good position for the new city manager and thanked Mr. Conner. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the city commission at this time, on 
motion made, seconded the meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 

The minutes were approved at the January 9, 2014 meeting. 

Signed_~--------­
Esther B. Coulson, City Clerk 

Signe~~ 
Christopher Bell, Mayor 


