
 
FRUITLAND PARK CITY COMMISSION  

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
February 12, 2015 

City Hall Commission Chambers 

506 W. Berckman Street 

Fruitland Park, FL 34731 

7:00 p.m. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Associate Pastor Chris Jones, Community United Methodist Church - 
Invocation  
 
Police Chief Terry Isaacs - Pledge of Allegiance  
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

This section is reserved for members of the public to bring up matters of concern or opportunities 
for praise.  Issues brought up may be discussed by the City of Fruitland Park Commission at this 
meeting as they have not been posted for consideration.  Issues may either be referred to the 
proper staff for consideration or brought up at a future meeting.  Comments are limited to three 
(3) minutes unless otherwise permitted pursuant to City Resolution 2013-023.  (Resolution 
2013-023 and 286.0114, F.S.) 

 

4. CONSENT AGENDA  
Items placed on the Consent Agenda are considered routine business and shall all be considered 
and acted on as one item.  Any Commissioner may request that any item in the consent agenda 
be removed and placed on the regular agenda for discussion and possible action as a separate 
item.  

 
Approval of Minutes (city clerk) 

 January 22, 2015 regular meeting minutes. 
 
5. REGULAR AGENDA 
 (a) NG9-1-1 System – Lake County ILA (city manager) 

Request the approval of an interlocal agreement with Lake County and 
the City of Fruitland Park regarding the NG 9-1-1 System 
 

(b) Artist Rendering - Gardenia Park Racquet Ball Court - Spring Break 
Art Camp (city manager/parks and recreation director) 
Discussion on a one-week Spring-Break Art Camp with ten art students 
to paint murals at Gardenia Park’s racquet ball court.  (City 
commission’s directive at the January 8, 2015 regular meeting.)  
 

 (c) Police Vehicle Sale (city manager/police department) 
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Request the approval the sale of a black 2008 Chevrolet Impala, VIN 
2G1WC583789233932.   

 
 (d) The Villages of Fruitland Park Final Plat 

Consider the Planning and Zoning Board’s recommendation of The 
Villages of Fruitland Park Final plat submittal: 
 
a. Jackson Villas, 
b. Leo Villas, and  
c. Unit 27 

 
6. NEW BUSINESS 
 

7. OFFICERS’ REPORTS  
(a) City Manager 
 
(b) City Attorney 

 
8.  COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS 
 (a) Vice Mayor Cheshire  
 
 (b) Commissioner Gunter Jr. 
 
 (c) Commissioner Lewis 
 
 (d) Commissioner Ranize 

 
9. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
 MPO Awards  
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

Please note that in addition to the city commission meetings, more than one city commissioner 

may be present at the above-mentioned events.   

 

February 13, 2015, Lake County League of Cities’ Luncheon Meeting, Lake Receptions, 4425 N. 

Highway 19-A, Mount Dora, FL 32757 at 12:00 p.m. 
February 14, 2015, 5K Love Run, 604 West Berckman Street, Fruitland Park, FL 34731 at 

8:00 a.m. 

February 17 and 18, 2015, Lake Legislative Days, Doubletree Hotel, 101 South Adams Street, 

Tallahassee, Florida at 1:00 p.m. 
February 20, 2015, FLC 2015 Regional Summit Series: What Every Municipal Official Needs to 

Know: Risk Management and Liability, Winter Park Community Center, 721 W. New 

England, Winter Park, Florida 32789 

February 25, 2015, Lake-Sumter MPO Governing Board, MPO Board Room, 1616 South 14 

Street, Leesburg, Florida 34748 at 2:00 p.m. 

February 26, 2015, Regular City Commission Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 
March 5, 2015, Florida Legislative Session, Tallahassee, Florida 
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March 10, 2015, Lake EMS Inc., Board Meeting, Lake County Board of County Commissioners 

Chambers, Administration Building, 315 West Main Street, Tavares, Florida 

32778 at 2:30 p.m. 

March 12, 2015, Regular City Commission Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
March 17, 2015, City Commission Workshop at 6:00 p.m. 

March 17 and 18, 2015, FLC Legislative Action Days, Doubletree by Hilton, Tallahassee 

March 19, 2015, City Commission Workshop at 6:00 p.m. 

March 21, 2015, Fruitland Park Cleanup Day  

March 25, 2015, Lake -Sumter MPO Governing Board, MPO Board Room, 1616 South 14 

Street, Leesburg, Florida 34748 at 2:00 p.m. 
March 26, 2015, Regular City Commission Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

April 9, 2015, Regular City Commission Meeting – 7:00 p.m. 

April 10, 2015, Central Florida MPO Alliance, MetroPlan Orlando, David L. Grovdahl Board 

Room, 315 E Robinson St, #355, Orlando, FL 32801 at 10:00 a.m. 
April 11, 2015, Fruitland Park Day (“the day we celebrate our founders”), TBA 

April 22, 2015, Lake-Sumter MPO Governing Board, 1616 S 14 St (US 27), Leesburg, FL 34748 

at 2:00 p.m. 

April 24, 2015, Regular City Commission Meeting – 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
Any person requiring a special accommodation at this meeting because of disability or physical impairment should 

contact the City Clerk’s Office at City Hall (352) 360-6727 at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting.  
(§286.26 F.S.) 
 
If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the City of Fruitland Park with respect to any matter considered at 

such meeting or hearing, he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.  The city 
does not provide verbatim records.  (§286.0105, F.S.) 



 
AGENDA ITEM 

NUMBER 

3 
 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 
 

ITEM TITLE: Public Comments 

For the Meeting of: February 12, 2015 

Submitted by: Esther Coulson, City Clerk 

Date Submitted: January 23, 2015 

Are Funds Required:   Yes X No 

Account Number: N/A 

Amount Required: N/A 

Balance Remaining: N/A 

Attachments: No 

Description of Item: 
 

 

Action to be Taken:   

Staff’s Recommendation:   

Additional Comments: 
 

Reviewed by:    
City Manager 

 
 
 
 

Authorized to be placed on the Regular agenda:    
Mayor 



 
AGENDA ITEM 

NUMBER 

4 
 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 
 

ITEM TITLE: Draft Minutes  

For the Meeting of: February 12, 2015 

Submitted by: Esther Coulson, City Clerk 

Date Submitted: February 6, 2015 

Are Funds Required:   Yes X No 

Account Number: N/A 

Amount Required: N/A 

Balance Remaining: N/A 

Attachments: Yes 

Description of Item: 
Approval of draft minutes for January 22, 2015.  
 

Action to be Taken:  Approve as submitted. 

Staff’s Recommendation:  Approval, if there are no amendments or corrections by the city commission. 

Additional Comments: 
 

Reviewed by:    
City Manager 

 
 
 
 

Authorized to be placed on the Regular agenda:    
Mayor 



 

 

FRUITLAND PARK CITY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING  

MINUTES 

January 22, 2015 

 

A regular meeting of the Fruitland Park City Commission was held at 506 W. Berckman Street, 

Fruitland Park, Florida 34731 on Thursday, January 22, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Christopher Bell, Vice Mayor Christopher Cheshire, Commissioners 

John L. Gunter, Jr., Ray Lewis and Rick Ranize.    

 

Also Present: City Manager Gary La Venia, City Attorney Scott Gerken, City Treasurer 

Tannette Gayle, Police Chief Terry Isaacs; Fire Department Tim Yoder; Community 

Development Director Charlie Rector; Parks and Recreation Director Michelle Yoder; Fruitland 

Park Library Director Jo-Ann Glendinning; Public Works Director Dale Bogle, and City Clerk 

Esther B. Coulson. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
Mayor Bell called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.; Pastor Barry Hayes, Freedom 

Community Church, gave the invocation, and Police Chief Terry Isaacs led in the Pledge 

of Allegiance to the Flag.  

 

2. ROLL CALL  
 Mayor Bell requested that Ms. Coulson call the roll and a quorum was declared present.  

 

3. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS - CR 466A and CR 468 - Delegation 
Jessica Crawford, District 11 State Senator Alan Hays Legislative Aide 

Later in the meeting, Ms. Crawford explained that Senator is still in Tallahassee and 

could not be present at this evening’s meeting.   

 

Ms. Crawford explained that Senator Hays has recently been appointed to serve on the 

Environmental Preservation and Conservation Committee where legislation is being 

prepared for Amendment One, Florida Water and Land Conservation Initiative Policy, 

which recently passed and noted the water resources and land conservation issues.  She 

mentioned his awareness of the CR 466A and CR 468 roadway improvement projects 

and explained that deadlines on eight bills filed are being drafted on January 23, 2015.   

 

With respect to amendment one, District 5 Lake County Commissioner Welton Cadwell 

enlisted the city commission’s support pertaining to enabling legislation on how the funds 

are being expended for water quality in Lake County.   

 

District 5 Lake County Commissioner Welton Cadwell and Lake County Public Works 

Director Jim Stivender, Jr. 

Commissioner Cadwell pointed out his previous appearance before the city commission 

regarding the Northwest Lake Community Park property; reported that it is on the 
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county’s master plan, and indicated that by the end of the budget year, the county 

anticipates entering into a partnership with the city to ensure that said property is viable 

to all.   

 

With respect to the Interlocal Services Boundary Agreement, Commissioner Cadwell 

recognized the current issues to work through and the attempts to unify the fire service as 

the closest unit ensuring that in working together it would be beneficial to everyone.   

 

Commissioner Cadwell indicated Mr. Stivender will be addressing the CR 466A and 

CR 468 roadway improvement projects; recognized that the respective funding is on the 

top of the county’s legislative priority list which is before the legislative delegation, and 

mentioned his plan to meet with the new State of Florida Department of Transportation 

Secretary (FDOT), Mr. Jim Boxold, on the morning of January 23, 2015 to ensure that he 

is aware of the urgent need in funding the project which is important to the city.   

 

Commissioner Cadwell reiterated his presence at this evening’s meeting to answer any 

questions. 

 

Mr. Stivender gave a power-point presentation on the background and current status of 

the CR 466A roadway improvement project and described the current status and cost of 

same as it relates to phase 1, the partial funding of phase 2, and the unfunded phase 3 for 

$9.5 million.  (A copy of the presentation is filed with the supplemental papers to the 

minutes of this meeting.)   

 

Mr. Stivender explained that he and Commissioner Cadwell plans to be in Tallahassee 

during the middle of February 2015; anticipates talking to District 33 State 

Representative H. Marlene O’Toole, and expects to meet with Mr. Boxold on the subject 

project.  Mr. Stivender identified the challenges regarding the renewal of sales tax and the 

funding source to match impact fees.   

 

After further deliberations, Commissioner Cadwell stated that the county would work 

with the city on the roadway improvements and address the concerns to fund the subject 

projects in phases 2 and 3 in Tallahassee.   

 

Following some discussion, Mr. Stivender indicated that Mr. Fred Schneider, Lake 

County Engineering Director/PE, will provide more details on the plan as it relates to 

scheduled turn lanes into Fruitland Park Elementary School.  

 

The commission discussed with Mr. Stivender the lack of funds; the request to relocate 

the underutilized traffic signal when CR 468 is constructed at Urick Street and South 

Dixie Avenue to the intersection of CR 466A (the vicinity of Rose Avenue and Miller 

Boulevard), and the previous request for a traffic signal from South Dixie Avenue 

(Spring Lake Road) to the intersection of CR 27/441. 
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If a traffic signal is warranted for a roadway, Mr. Stivender suggested that a letter from 

Mayor Bell be submitted to the county or FDOT for the process to start.   

 

The following City of Fruitland Park residents appeared before the city commission 

posing questions relating to traffic and pedestrian safety, relief to ease continuing traffic 

problems in the subject affected area, and the anticipated completion date of the proposed 

project’s construction.  

 

Messrs. Jeff Marco who is also a business owner; Josh Schmidt, Ben 

Haskew, Mses. Dedre Fairler, Linda O’Wiley, and Melissa Ben-Howskay.   

 

Chief Isaacs described the traffic impacts relating to the safe schools walking school bus 

initiative; noted the reduction of school buses, and requested that the matter be 

considered in Tallahassee.    

 

4. FRUITLAND PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
Ms. Glendinning indicated that as the result of attempts made over the years to announce 

the city’s history, the Fruitland Park Historical Society’s first meeting was held on 

November 6, 2014.  She identified four descendants and longtime residents who were in 

attendance as well as Vice Mayor Bob Grenier, City of Tavares (a local historian, author, 

Lake County Historical Museum Curator, and past president of the Lake County and 

Tavares Historical Societies), and mentioned his interest in writing a book about the City 

of Fruitland Park’s rare history.  Ms. Glendinning indicated that he is in favor of having 

the painting, drawings, art recently made by Mr. Virgil Bell, and a book to be published 

for Fruitland Park be included at the library and anticipated them meeting together.   

 

Ms. Glendinning gave the following report of the January 9, 2015 meeting with 16 people 

in attendance on the: 

 

- appointment of the society’s officers;  

- establishment of membership fees;  

- the society’s incorporation with the State of Florida, and  

- future meetings to be held on the first Thursday monthly at 9:00 a.m. at the Fruitland 

Park Library until another venue can be located.   

 

Ms. Glendinning explained that the society is currently working on a mission statement 

and bylaws.  She addressed the plan to setup a table at the forthcoming Fruitland Park 

Founders’ Day with brochures recognizing the society’s intent to erect a plaque 

commemorating the Casino Community building’s 100th year and the Fruitland Park 

Library’s 100th year birthday in 2016.  Ms. Glendinning stated that the society is looking 

for storage space until a museum is established.   

 

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
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Mr. Jeff Marko, City of Fruitland Park business owner, expressed his gratitude to Chief 

Isaacs and the police department that there were no reported incidents during five years 

he has been in business.  

 

After discussion, and in response to Mr. Marko’s inquiry and according to the Global 

Positioning System, Mr. Rector confirmed that his business address is Miller Street.   

 

Mr. J. Michael “Mike” Sweeney, Lake County Library Board alternate member, 

questioned the delay on the Fruitland Park Library’s construction.   

 

In answering, Mr. Rector reported on the procedures involved and the requirements 

needed when soliciting requests for qualifications for the library expansion project.   

 

In response to Ms. Glendinning’s comments, Mr. Rector requested a copy of the grant 

documents (interlocal agreements with Lake County) to expedite the design process when 

an architecture is selected.   

 

6. CONSENT AGENDA  

 Approval of Minutes  
The city commission considered its action on the January 8, 2015 and December 11, 2014 

regular meeting minutes. 

 

Upon Commissioner Rector’s request and on motion of Commissioner Ranize, 

seconded by Commissioner Lewis and unanimously carried, the city commission 

withdrew from the consent agenda the approval of the December 11, 2014 minutes 

at this evening’s meeting.  

 

On motion of Commissioner Lewis, seconded by Commissioner Ranize and 

unanimously carried, the city commission approved the January 8, 2015 minutes as 

submitted.   

 

After extensive discussions reference was made to Commissioner Ranize’ 

January 4, 2015 email regarding Mr. La Venia’s weekly activity report regarding 

Walmart Stores Inc.; a copy of which is filed with the supplemental papers to the minutes 

of this meeting. 

 

Following further discussion and on motion of Commissioner Gunter, seconded by 

Vice Mayor Cheshire and unanimously carried, the city commission approved the 

December 11, 2014 regular minutes and directed the city clerk to include with said 

minutes a verbatim transcript of the Officers’ Reports, Item 8.(a)i. Voluntary 

Compensation and Operational Assistance Mutual Aid Agreement.   
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7. REGULAR AGENDA  

 (a) Casino Community Building – Agreement  
Consideration of previous city commission approval on the use of the Casino 

Community Building.   

 

By unanimous consent, the city commission withdrew the Casino Community 

Building Agreement from consideration at this evening’s meeting at the city 

attorney’s request.   

 

(b) Discussion – February 2015 Workshop Review  
The city commission discussed the list of items to be reviewed for the initial 2015 

Workshop.    

 

Mr. La Venia addressed the plan to meet with the Town of Lady Lake staff during 

the week commencing January 26, 2015 and Ms. Kris Kollgaard, Town of Lady 

Lake Manager, during the week beginning February 2, 2015.   

 

After discussion, Mayor Bell suggested that the city’s auditor Mr. W. Chet Ross, 

Shumacker, Johnston & Ross, P.A., be invited to the city commission meeting to 

address funding issues before the workshop takes place.  

 

Mr. La Venia explained that staff will report back on the wastewater treatment 

plant at a future meeting and identified the Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) as the only grant available.   

 

Mr. La Venia noted that Lake County Days in Tallahassee will be on February 17 

and 18, 2015; recalled his previous meeting with Representative Hays, and 

relayed his commitment to a request for the legislative grant submitted on 

December 28, 2014 for $1.3 million as well as letters of support from the town 

and Representative O’Toole’s office.  Mr. La Venia conveyed his discussions 

with the grant writer Mr. Fred Fox, Fred Fox Enterprises Inc., who suggested 

pursuing the legislative grant to implement the project. 

 

Mayor anticipated his meeting with Representative Hays at Lake County Days 

where he will bring the subject matter to his attention.   

 

By the February 26, 2015 regular commission meeting and after Mr. Ross’ 

presentation, Mr. La Venia believed that staff would have a better idea in funding 

the project; described the options of utilizing the CDBG or State Revolving 

Funds, and believed that by mid-April 2015 (when the legislative session ends) 

grant funds would be available at that time.   

 

By unanimous consent, the city commission directed staff to proceed working 

on the subject issue and present the agreement for consideration at the 

February 26, 2015 regular meeting.   
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After much discussion and by unanimous consent, the city commission 

approved holding the workshop dates on Tuesday, March 17, 2015 at 

6:00 p.m. (to consider the police fire, public works infrastructure, water and 

wastewater) and Thursday, March 19, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. (to consider public 

recreation, library and administration).  

 

(c) Year-to-Date Budget Report  
Year-to-date budget report for October, November and December 2014 was 

reviewed by Ms. Gayle recognizing that the revenues and funds are satisfactory.  

She submitted her January 20, 2015 memorandum for the record, a copy of which 

is filed with the supplemental papers to the minutes of this meeting.   

 

After Ms. Gayle indicated that she is waiting for Mr. Ross’ submittal of the final 

report for Fiscal Year 2013/2014, Mayor Bell agreed to invite Mr. Ross to the 

February 26, 2015 regular meeting.   

 

7. NEW BUSINESS 

Davenport Property Ownership 

After Mr. Rector reported that the city is currently the owner of the Davenport property, 

Mayor Bell suggested, in response to his re marks on whether the city ought to submit 

proposals on the fencing and that same be part of the March 17, 2015 workshop 

discussions.   

 

8. OFFICERS’ REPORTS  

(a) City Manager 

(i) ADA – City Hall and FP Library Entrance Doors 

Mr. La Venia explained that he is currently working with Mr. Bogle on the 

installation of the city’s main entrance doors (to be in compliance with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act).  He referred to the quote for 

approximately $17,000 to replace same; indicated that staff is reviewing 

other options, and addressed the intent to provide more information to the 

city commission.  (A copy of the proposal is filed with the supplemental 

papers to the minutes of this meeting.) 

 

(ii) Advisory Board Update  
Mr. La Venia referred to an advisory board meeting held earlier this day 

by Mr. Al Cardiello, Best Infinity Fitness and Spa Inc. Owner, who 

addressed his plan to devise a Fruitland Park Business Association with a 

possibility of creating a Fruitland Park Chamber of Commerce working in 

conjunction with other organizations in the city to help move the city 

forward.   

 

Mr. La Venia recognized the presence of some of the city commissioners 

and staff and acknowledged the presentation made by Mr. Rector, 



Fruitland Park City Commission Meeting Minutes 
January 22, 2015 

Page 7 of 12 

 

 

Ms. Yoder, and Pastor Sidney “Sid” Brock, Heritage Community Church.  

Mr. La Venia explained that the meeting was productive and well received 

and addressed the attempts to meet on a quarterly basis with the 

expectancy that more business owners will be present.   

 

(iii) CDBG - Citizens Advisory Committee Task Force  

Mr. La Venia referred to his meeting with Mr. Fox on January 15, 2015 to 

discuss the CDBG and application procedure and conveyed his comments 

that it would not be ideal for the city to apply during this fiscal year.  He 

described the procedures for the city to be eligible for the point-generated 

grant award and relayed Mr. Fox’s recommendation to make an 

application on an identified designed project in the area ready for the 2017 

five-year grant cycle.  He addressed the criteria to establish a CDBG 

Committee and apply for the grant and relayed Mr. Fox’s intent to conduct 

a survey on a neighborhood, selected by the city, ensuring that individuals 

meet the income standards to receive funding.   

 

(iv) Records Management  

Mr. La Venia relayed MMD’s discussions with him that they are not in the 

position to install MMCi’s Laserfiche™ system in the city for records 

management and noted the additional issues which would potentially 

affect the users. 

 

Mr. La Venia explained the need to upgrade the city’s computer servers 

and anticipated that Ms. Coulson would be communicating with MCCi as 

to whether cloud computing would be a viable option.   

 

(v) Telephone System 

Mr. La Venia explained that he is reviewing a new telephone system for 

the entire city; referred to quotes received from Xfinity™, and anticipated 

receiving additional figures as he would like to proceed with the Voice 

over IP (VoIP) technology.   

 

(vi) IT Contract  

Mr. La Venia referred to the new agreement with updated rates and hourly 

billing from MMD Computer Center Inc. for information technology, a 

copy of which is filed with the supplemental papers to the minutes of this 

meeting.   

 

After discussion and upon Mayor Bell’s suggestion, the city commission, 

by unanimous consent, directed the city manager to review options 

and seek invitations to bid services for information technology. 
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(vii) Landscaping Improvements – Joint Participation Agreements - US 

Highway 27/CR 441 Medians, North and South of Berckman Street 
Mr. La Venia explained that the city’s engineers, Booth Ern Straughan & 

Hoitt Inc., are working on the figures pertaining to the US Highway 

27/CR 441 Medians landscaping improvements. 

 

Later in the meeting, Commissioner Gunter commended Mr. La Venia for 

a job well done on how he made the presentation, earlier this day at the 

advisory board meeting, regarding the landscaping improvements.   

 

After discussion, Mayor Bell suggested reviewing the type of sponsor 

program that the City of Umatilla has.   

 

(viii) Resignation 

Mr. La Venia referred to the resignation received from Fire Department 

Chief Steve Whittaker who indicated that he would provide assistance 

during the transition process.  Mr. La Venia explained that he will report 

back to the city commission after he has met with Chiefs Whittaker and 

Isaacs regarding the consideration of the next fire chief.   

 

(ix) Leadership Lake 

Mr. La Venia reported on his attendance at Leadership Lake where the 

focus was on human services and the work undertaken for the elderly, 

children’s services, food banks, and bus services.   

 

(b) City Attorney 

(a) Code Enforcement  

Mr. Gerken referred to staff’s recent discussions on code enforcement 

issues addressed at the last commission meeting.  He noted the philosophy 

that remains “friendly city” whereby voluntary compliance still applies.   

 

Recognizing the special master procedure in place, Mr. Gerken pointed 

out the abatement process whereby the violator would be billed for the 

services performed by the company retained by the city.  He noted the 

city’s special magistrate and the code enforcement complaint process 

under Florida Statutes Chapter 162 and expressed preference for same to 

be dealt with on a proactive level, which would be referred to Mr. Rector.   

 

After discussion, it was noted that the subject issue would be part of the 

workshop session.   

 

(b) Prayers  

Mr. Gerken referred to previous newspaper articles regarding the Supreme 

Court’s Ruling in 2014 Upholding Religious Prayers in Local 
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Government; recognized that the city has enjoyed prayers in the meeting 

and wants to continue, and gave examples like those before the city 

commission which are allowed and are in order.   

 

Mr. Gerken recognized policies adopted by local governments whereby 

prayers would need to be inclusive and well represented including groups 

that are not faith-based which could be placed on the website.  He later 

addressed the need to put safeguards in place and mentioned his plan to 

draft a resolution with a policy for the commission’s consideration at a 

future meeting. 

 

After discussion, Mr. Gerken recalled elected officials and employees in 

the past leading prayers and stated that an official of a city espouses 

religion which crosses the line; however, it is in order if the city has an 

open policy with ministers.  He also indicated that “a moment of silence” 

adopted by municipalities is not the city’s preference; noted that an 

uninvited guest to give an invocation should not be denied, and recognized 

invocations as a solemn and respectful time before the meeting.   

 

(c) Police and Fire Fees  

Mr. Gerken announced that Tuesday, January 27, 2015 would be the date 

of the police and fire fees hearing, a court reporter will be available, and 

he will provide a report at the next city commission meeting.   

 

9.  COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS 

 (a) Vice Mayor Cheshire  

Vice Mayor Cheshire mentioned the need to work off staff’s recommendations; 

addressed property owners maintaining easements and sidewalks, and believed 

that beautifying the city with trees is a good start.   

 

Vice Mayor Cheshire questioned the procedures for an elected official speaking 

with individuals outside the city and whether they are representing themselves, 

the city commission or the city.   

 

 (b) Commissioner Gunter, Jr. 

With respect to code enforcement and with reference to earlier discussions on 

property owners’ responsibility in maintaining an easement or sidewalk, 

Commissioner Gunter requested whether Mr. Gerken could review said provision.   

 

 (c) Commissioner Lewis 

Commissioner Lewis explained that he is in favor of keeping the city friendly; 

however, he referenced a bulk household item on the side of the street and 

believes the city needs a policy and procedures in that regard.   
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 (d) Commissioner Ranize 

Commissioner Ranize recalled the events involving his previous conversations 

with City of Leesburg Police Chief Rob Hicks regarding the Walmart Stores Inc.; 

referred to his subsequent January 4, 2015 email to Mr. La Venia regarding same, 

and extended his apologies if he did something improper and offended anyone.   

 

10. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

(a) 2015 Lake County Community Service Awards Nomination  
Mayor Bell referred to the 2015 Lake County Community Service Awards 

Nomination; recommended that the city nominate Pastor Brock in the 

humanitarian category for the May 6, 2015, Lake Receptions as a result of his 

efforts in bringing the community together, and recognized the recent “Bless 

Fruitland Park” event that he organized.   

 

Upon Mayor Bell’s recommendation and by unanimous consent, the city 

commission requested that Mr. Steve Fussell, Fruitland Park Café owner, 

assist in preparing the nomination form recognizing and publically honoring 

Pastor Sidney “Sid” Brock, Heritage Community Church, for his 

outstanding community service in the “humanitarian” category. 

 

(b) Lake-Sumter MPO 8th Annual Dinner and Horizon Awards 

Mayor Bell cited the January 16, 2015 email regarding the Lake-Sumter 

Metropolitan Planning Organization’s 8th Annual Dinner and Horizon Awards 

where the city was nominated for an award in the small municipality category.  (A 

copy of the email is filed with the supplemental papers to the minutes of this 

meeting.)  

  

(c) City Manager’s Contract 

On behalf of the city commission, Mayor Bell extended congratulations to 

Mr. La Venia on his first year of employment with the city and noted that the city 

employees previously received a bonus with the exception of the city manager.   

 

After discussion and on motion of Commissioner Lewis, seconded by 

Commissioner Gunter and unanimously carried, the city commission 

awarded a $1,000 bonus to City Manager Gary La Venia.   

 

(d) Dates to Remember 

i.  IEMO 

Mayor Bell recognized that Commissioners Lewis and Ranize will be 

attending the January 23-25, 2015 Florida League of Cities’ (FLC’s) 

Institute for Elected Municipal Officials in Jacksonville, Florida.  
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ii. Walker International “Circus” 

Mayor Bell referred to the Walker International “Circus” event to take 

place on January 24, 2015 (at 3:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.) and 

January 25, 2015 (at 2:00 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.) at Camp Geneva.  

 

Ms. Yoder explained the deadline of January 23, 2015 to obtain tickets for 

$12 each with children under 14 attending free with a paid adult and 

described the activities involved.  She announced that Camp Geneva will 

be holding an open house to tour its early learning center for those who are 

attending the circus. 

 

iii. Fruitland Park Cleanup Day  

 Ms. Yoder noted Fruitland Park Cleanup Day on March 21, 2015. 

 

iv. Fruitland Park Day 

Ms. Yoder indicated that everything has not yet been finalized for 

Fruitland Park Day for April 11, 2015.  She described the plans to 

advertise the event, the activities involved, and the speakers expected to 

participate.    

 

  v. 5k Love Run 

Ms. Yoder explained that sign-up for volunteers for the February 14, 2015 

5k Love Run is still available on www.raceroster.com; registration and 

packages can be obtained the evening before the event, and that Pilgrims 

United Church of Christ will be providing breakfast free of charge.   

 

vii. Ethics Training 

Mayor Bell referred to the Lake County League of Cities partnering with 

FLC’s to provide the four hours of Ethics Training required by state 

statutes; recognized that Commissioners Lewis and Ranize will be 

attending the IEMO which will cover said training, and discussed with 

Mr. Gerken several opportunities to find additional hours.   

 

  viii. Next Meeting  

Mayor Bell announced that the next regular city commission meeting will 

be held on Thursday, February 12, 2015. 

 

  ix. Lake County Days 

Mayor Bell noted that he and Mr. La Venia will be attending Lake County 

Days on February 17 to 18, 2015.   

http://www.raceroster.com/
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11. ADJOURNMENT  

There being no further business to come before the city commission at this time, on 

motion made, second and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 

 

The minutes were approved at the February, 12, 2015 regular meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed _________________________ Signed ______________________________ 

Esther B. Coulson, City Clerk  Christopher Bell, Mayor 



 
AGENDA ITEM 

NUMBER 

5a 
 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 
 

ITEM TITLE: E911 Communications Plan 

For the Meeting of: February 12, 2015 

Submitted by: Scott Gerken, City Attorney 

Date Submitted: January 23, 2015 

Are Funds Required:   Yes X No 

Account Number: N/A 

Amount Required: N/A 

Balance Remaining: N/A 

Attachments: Yes 

Description of Item: 
Interlocal agreement with Lake County, Florida regarding the NG 911 System. 

 

Action to be Taken:  Approval 

Staff’s Recommendation:   

Additional Comments: 
 

Reviewed by:    
City Manager 

 
 
 
 

Authorized to be placed on the Regular agenda:    
Mayor 



INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN 

LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

AND THE CITY OF FRUITLAND PARK 

REGARDING E9-1-1 SYSTEM 

THIS INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT is by and between Lake County, Florida, a 
political subdivision of the State of Florida, hereinafter the "County," and the City of 
Fruitland Park, a municipal corporation organized under the laws of the State of Florida, 
hereinafter the "City," regarding the NG9-1-1 System. 

WHEREAS, in 1989, the County submitted to the State of Florida its E9-1-1 
Communications Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the County is desirous of updating its E9-1-1 Communications Plan; 
and 

WHEREAS, in order to update its E9-1-1 Communications Plan, the County must 
update its interlocal agreements with the municipalities within the geographic 
boundaries of Lake County; and 

WHEREAS, the County and the City desire to enter into this lnterlocal agreement 
to update their respective responsibilities relating to the E9-1-1 System. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IN CONSIDERATION of the mutual terms, understandings, 
conditions, premises, covenants and payment hereinafter set forth, and intending to be 
legally bound, the parties hereby agree as follows: 

Section 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this document is to serve as a 
framework within which both parties may jointly coordinate and utilize the resources of 
the County's E9-1-1 System in a responsible manner, for the benefit of the citizens of 
the City of Fruitland Park. 

Section 2. COUNTY RESPONSIBILITIES. 

A. The County shall update its E9-1-1 Communications Plan and file such 
updated plan with the State of Florida. The updated plan shall show that all emergency 
calls within the geographic limits of the City shall automatically be routed to the 
answering position in the Lake County Sheriff PSAP. 

B. The County shall update and maintain a database and other computer 
software as necessary to operate the E9-1-1 system. 



Section 3. CITY RESPONSIBILITIES. 

A. The City shall abide by and follow all operating procedures adopted by the 
County and all rules and regulations adopted by the State of Florida for operation of the 
E-9-1-1 system. 

B. The City shall update and maintain its addressing policies so that the 
policies are compatible with the E9-1-1 software and continue to give the County all 
information pertinent to database institution and maintenance including but not limited to 
street closings, comprehensive address grid, new streets and annexations. 

C. The City shall notify the County at least 120 days in advance of any 
proposed change of routing of'City's emergency calls unless such change is caused by 
an emergency. In the event of an emergency, the City shall notify the County of such 
changes as soon as reasonable practicable. 

Section 4. COSTS. 

A. All costs of installation and maintenance of County-owned PSAP 
equipment and telephone lines shall be paid by the County, excluding personnel 
necessary to operate the PSAP, to the extent that the recurring fee on telephone 
services is sufficient to pay for such installation, maintenance and operation. Should 
such fee prove to be insufficient, or should the State of Florida remove such fee as an 
allowed revenue source, this lnterlocal Agreement may be terminated by either party 
upon 120 days' notice to the other. 

B. The City shall be responsible for any costs of the change of routing of 
City's emergency calls to the extent that such costs are not allowed to be reimbursed to 
the County from the recurring fee on telephone services. 

Section 5. GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

A. All equipment and materials provided to the City by the County shall 
remain the property the County. While the County's equipment and materials remains 
in the possession of the City, the City shall ensure that all County property identification 
tags remain secure and in-place. The City shall not relocate or modify any equipment 
without the County's prior written approval.· Should this lnterlocal Agreement be 
terminated, the City shall return to the County all equipment and materials provided 
hereunder within thirty (30) days of the effective date of the termination. 

B. Neither the County nor the City shall assign or transfer their interest in this 
lnterlocal Agreement without the prior written consent of the other. 
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C. Any amendments, alterations, deletions, or waivers of any provision of this 
lnterlocal Agreement shall only be valid when reduced to writing and executed with the 
same formalities. 

D. This lnterlocal Agreement embodies the whole understanding between the 
parties. There are no promises, terms, conditions, or obligations other than those 
contained herein; and this lnterlocal Agreement shall supersede all previous 
communications, representations or agreements, whether verbal or written, between the 
parties. 

E. Upon final execution, this AgrElement shall replace the previous 
agreement entitled "Agreement - Non-PSAP" executed by the parties on or about 1988. 

F. Either party may terminate this lnterlocal Agreement without cause upon 
giving thirty (30) says written notice to the non-terminating party. 

G. Wherever provision is made in this Agreement for the giving, service or 
delivery of any notice, statement or other instrument, such notice shall be in writing and 
shall be deemed to have been duly given, served and delivered, if delivered by hand or 
mailed by United States registered or certified mail, and addressed as follows: 

COUNTY 
Public Safety 9-1-1 Coordinator 
315 West Main Street 
P.O. Box 7800 
Tavares, FL 32778-7800 

CITY 
City Manager 
506 W. Berckman, Street 
Fruitland Park, FL 34731 

{Remainder of page left intentionally blank.} 
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lnterlocal Agreement between Lake County, Florida and the City of Fruitland Park regarding the E911 
System 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have made and executed this 
Agreement on the respective dates under each signature: County, through its Board of 
County Commissioners, signing by and through its Chairman on the day of 
_______ , 2015 and by the City of Fruitland Park, through its duly authorized 
representative. 

CITY OF FRUITLAND PARK 

ATTEST: 

City Clerk 

This __ day of ______ , 2015. 

Approved as to form and legality: 

City Attorney 

4 
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lnterlocal Agreement between Lake County, Florida and the City of Fruitland Park regarding the E911 
System 

ATTEST: 

Neil Kelly, Clerk of the Board 
of County Commissioners 
of Lake County, Florida 

Approved as to form and legality: 

Sanford Minkoff, County Attorney 

5 

COUNTY 

LAKE COUNTY, through its 
BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS 

Jimmy Conner 
Chairman 

This __ day of ______ , 2015. 
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AGENDA ITEM 

NUMBER 

5b 
 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 
 

ITEM TITLE: Artist Rendering  

For the Meeting of: February 12, 2015 

Submitted by: City Manager Gary La Venia/Parks and Recreation Michelle Yoder  

Date Submitted: February 3, 2015 

Are Funds Required:   Yes X No 

Account Number: N/A 

Amount Required: N/A 

Balance Remaining: N/A 

Attachments: No 

Description of Item: 
Information on the one-week Spring Break Art Camp program involving ten art students to paint murals at the 

racquet ball court at Gardenia Park.  (Discussed at the January 8, 2015 regular meeting.) 
 

Action to be Taken:  City commission’s discretion. 

Staff’s Recommendation:   

Additional Comments: 
 

Reviewed by:    
City Manager 

 
 
 
 

Authorized to be placed on the Regular agenda:    
Mayor 



 
AGENDA ITEM 

NUMBER 

5c 
 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 
 

ITEM TITLE: Sale of Police Vehicle 

For the Meeting of: February 12, 2015 

Submitted by: Police Chief T. Isaacs 

Date Submitted: January 26, 2015 

Are Funds Required:   Yes X No 

Account Number: N/A 

Amount Required: N/A 

Balance Remaining: N/A 

Attachments: No 

Description of Item: Sale of a black 2008 Chevrolet Impala, VIN 2G1WC583789233932 
 

 

Action to be Taken:  Approval 

Staff’s Recommendation:   

Additional Comments: This vehicle was purchased with a traffic grant.  This vehicle cannot be utilized for 
any other purpose except traffic enforcement.  Said vehicle has mechanical issues and is currently not in 
use.   

 

Reviewed by:    
City Manager 

 
 
 
 

Authorized to be placed on the Regular agenda:    
Mayor 



 
AGENDA ITEM 

NUMBER 

5d 
 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 
 

ITEM TITLE: The Villages of Fruitland Park Final Plat Submittal 

For the Meeting of: February 12, 2015 

Submitted by: City Manager Gary La Venia/Community Development Charlie Rector 

Date Submitted: February 6, 2015 

Are Funds Required:   Yes X No 

Account Number: N/A 

Amount Required: N/A 

Balance Remaining: N/A 

Attachments: Yes 

Description of Item: 
Consider The Villages of Fruitland Park Final Plat Submittal subject to the Planning and Zoning board’s 
recommendation: 
a. Jackson Villas 
b. Leo Villas 
c. Unit 27 

Action to be Taken:   

Staff’s Recommendation:   

Additional Comments: 
 

Reviewed by:    
City Manager 

 
 
 
 

Authorized to be placed on the Regular agenda:    
Mayor 



506 WEST BERCKMAN STREET 
FRUITLAND PARK, FL 34731 

Board Members: Others: 

PHONE: 352/ 360-6727 
FAX: 352/ 360-6652 

John Schaller, Chairman 
Colin Crews 

Charlie Rector, Community Development Director 
Tracy Kelley, Administrative Assistant 

Connie Bame 
Daniel Dicus 
Philip Purlee 

I. INVOCATION: 

II. ROLL CALL: 

AGENDA 
SPECIAL MEETING 

PLANNING & ZONING BOARD 
February 12, 2015 

6:00PM 

III. MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING: Approve minutes from November 20, 2014 

IV. OLD BUSINESS: None 

V. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Approve The Villages of Fruitland Park Final Plat Submittal 
a. Jackson Villas 
b. Leo Villas 
c. Unit 27 

CITIZENS' COMMENTS: 

Pursuant to FS 286.0114 and the City of Fruitland Park's Public Participation Policy adopted by 
Resolution 2013-023, members of the public shall be given a reasonable opportunity to be heard on 
propositions before the City of Fruitland Park Planning and Zoning Board. Accordingly, comments, 
questions, and concerns regarding items listed on this agenda shall be received at the time the 
Planning and Zoning Board addresses such items during this meeting. Pursuant to Resolution 2013-
023, public comments are generally limited to three minutes. 

BOARD MEMBERS' COMMENTS: 

ADJOURNMENT: 

PLANNING & ZONING AGENDA-2/12/2015 
PAGE 1 OF I 



506 WEST BERCKMAN STREET 
FRUITLAND PARK, FL 34731 

Board Members: Others: 

PHONE: 352/ 360-6727 
FAX: 352/ 360-6652 

John Schaller, Chairman 
Colin Crews 

Charlie Rector, Community Development Director 
Tracy Kelley, Administrative Assistant 

Connie Bame 
Daniel Dicus 
Philip Purlee 

MINUTES 
PLANNING & ZONING BOARD 

November 20, 2014 
6:00PM 

I. INVOCATION: Chairman John Schaller called the meeting to order at 6:00P.M. Chairman 
Schaller gave the invocation and led the pledge of allegiance. 

II. ROLL CALL: All Board members present with exception of Daniel Dicus, and present 
COD Rector and Assistant Kelley. 

III. MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING: Approve minutes from September 4, 2014. 
Motion to approve Meeting Minutes from September 4, 2014, by Philip Purlee/Second by 
Colin Crews. Approved. 

IV. OLD BUSINESS: None 

V. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Mirror Lake Village, ALT Key #1639794 
Owned by Fruitland Park, LLC (property formally known as Fruitland Estates, aka Atlantic 
Development) Rezoning from R2 (single family medium density residential) to PUD 
(planned unit development); representing the developer Mr. Jim Bartoe, Project Engineer, on 
behalf of Eric Peisner, applicant. 

COD Rector reviewed the submitted application and explained the PUD request to the 
planning board. Previously approved for single family attached housing (duplex style) the 
requested PUD would allow single family homes. 

The plat layout would remain the same as before with interior lots 40ft wide and comer lots 
60ft wide. The current layout of installed utilities and roads are for this standard. The 
setbacks would be front 30ft I rear 20ft I sides 5ft. The comer lots would be setback 20ft on 
outside corner with front 30ft. The homes would be a minimum of 1050 sq ft living area and 
include a minimum of a one car enclosed garage. 

The developer will install 6ft privacy fence (vinyl or solid wall and maintained by HOA) 
along west property line and along east property line as shown on plan. Fence will be 
installed as stages are built-out. Urick Road will keep the tree lined natural buffering. 

COD Rector also pointed out the developer has agreed to install secured fenced improved 
storage area for parking of boats and RV's. The developer will include in HOA documents 
that NO PARKING of any boats, trailers, or RV's will be allowed in front of houses. 
Developer also will construct a playground with a gazebo, and playground equipment along 
secured fencing. Both storage yard and playground will have lighting and landscaping. 



PLANNING & ZONING MINUTES - 3/20/2014 
PAGE 2 OF 2 

Chairman Schaller questioned the number of fire hydrants as he only saw (3) and CDD 
Rector stated that was correct, but that additional hydrants would be installed in the next 
phase and all would be looped connected in the development. Chairman Schaller asked about 
the proximity of the playground to the storage yard and would separation be landscaped, 
CDD Rector said both RV I boat storage yard and playground would be landscaped and 
secured separately. 

Chairman Schaller asked about sidewalks and CDD Rector stated sidewalks were not being 
required in this development. (Note: In-between the P&Z meeting and followed by the City 
Commission Meeting, CDD Rector checked on sidewalk issue and sidewalks will be required 
on one side of the streets. City Commission was advised by the CDD of this fact. CDD 
Rector asked that this notation be included in these minutes.) 

Board member Crews questioned a small area at east side of the development not identified, 
and CDD Rector and Mr. Bartoe clarified that was a utility easement, Board member Crews 
also asked about only (2) entrances into the development and CDD Rector said that was LDR 
requirements. 

Board member Purlee questioned at the side setbacks and would measurement be from wall 
or roofline? CDD Rector said it was from wall which would put minimum of IOft separation 
from homes which is in keeping with the City ISO rating. 

CDD Rector recommended approval ofrezoning from R2 to PUD and approval of the Master 
Development Agreement. 

No further questions. Motion to approve Rezoning from R2 to PUD and approval of the 
Master Development Agreement for Mirror Lake Village by Connie Bame I second by Philip 
Purlee. Approved ( 4-0 with board member Daniel Dicus absent). 

BOARD MEMBERS' COMMENTS: No additional comments 

CITIZENS' COMMENTS: None 

ADJOURNMENT: 6: I 8P.M. 



Property: 

Community Development Department 
506 W Berckman St. 
Fruitland Park FL 34731 

STAFF REPORT 

The Villages of Fruitland Park 

Tel. (352) 360-6727 
Fax {352) 360-6652 

Report: The Villages of Fruitland Park have submitted 3 sub-division plats for Final 
Approval and Recording. The Planning and Zoning Board have reviewed the plats during 
conceptual review and recommended approval to the City Commission. 

The intent of the Villages of Fruitland Park Land Development Regulations was to make the 
Final Plat process not to involve the Planning and Zoning Board for a second time but that 
wording was not included in the LDR's that were approved by board and commission. 

Therefore, this request is for Unit 27, Leo Villas, and Jackson Villas 
recommendation of Approval of the Final Plat and recording of documents. Also the 
approval for the Planning and Zoning Board Chairman to sign the Final Plat. 

I also ask the Boards consideration to recommend approval of the change to the Villages of 
Fruitland Park Land Development Regulations that the Final Plat approval does not need to come 
back to the Planning and Zoning Board, but accepted by the City Commission. Planning and 
Zoning Board Chairman would be authorized to sign the Final Plat. 

From the Desk of: 
Charlie Rector, Community Development Director 
City of Fruitland Park 

.-<--0---;S 
date 
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Property: 

Community Development Department 
506 W Berckman St. 
Fruitland Park FL 34731 

STAFF REPORT 

The Villages of Fruitland Park 

Tel. (352) 360-6727 
Fax {352) 360-6652 

Report: The Villages of Fruitland Park have submitted 3 sub-division plats for Final 
Approval and Recording. The Planning and Zoning Board have reviewed the plats during 
conceptual review and recommended approval to the City Commission. 

The intent of the Villages of Fruitland Park Land Development Regulations was to make the 
Final Plat process not to involve the Planning and Zoning Board for a second time but that 
wording was not included in the LDR's that were approved by board and commission. 

Therefore, this request is for Unit 27, Leo Villas, and Jackson Villas 
recommendation of Approval of the Final Plat and recording of documents. Also the 
approval for the Planning and Zoning Board Chairman to sign the Final Plat. 

I also ask the Boards consideration to recommend approval of the change to the Villages of 
Fruitland Park Land Development Regulations that the Final Plat approval does not need to come 
back to the Planning and Zoning Board, but accepted by the City Commission. Planning and 
Zoning Board Chairman would be authorized to sign the Final Plat. 

From the Desk of: 
Charlie Rector, Community Development Director 
City of Fruitland Park 

.-<--0---;S 
date 
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